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ABSTRACT Discussions of the roles of livestock in many societies is not something new. They have been done
in anthropological, sociological and, to some extent, economic literature. However, most of these discussions are
normally not based on statistical evidence. In this paper, there is an attempt to evaluate using simple statistical
analysis the role of livestock in household economy in sub-Saharan African rural setting. It is shown that livestock
keeping in agro-pastoral systems is multi-faceted. Households possessing livestock till more land and realize
greater yields of grain during the wet season. During the dry season, livestock are commodities, which are sold and
or exchanged for grain. Extant or risk management and ex-post (coping) strategies against food scarcity are also
enhanced by the possession of livestock.
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